
SONGWRITING
SCHOOL

WWW.SONGWRITINGSCHOOL.CO.NZ

with Charlotte Yates

YEAR 4 PROGRAMME 

http://www.songwritingschool.co.nz/


Programme Overview  - Year 4

Songwriting School is presented online by Charlotte Yates Productions Ltd. 
All rights reserved c) 2025

Please follow us on the Songwriting School Facebook or  Linked In pages.

Please post your assignment responses on the forum. If there’s extensive
specific feedback, I will email you directly.

Year 4's focus is on interactive songwriting practice with an emphasis on strengthening
prolificacy plus flexibility. It runs on a two month cycle (give or take!). During each block,
you write a song stimulated by a generic prompt I’ll forward.   Throughout the year,
you’ll also work on a collaboration with me. You choose that prompt! Online workshops
will be held monthly to troubleshoot and feedback on material. After each class, you’ll
receive an email with further resources or reminders from previous material that can
support or offer insight. You can also touch base at any time with me directly.

*Personal Project -prompted 
*Peer & Tutor Collaboration -prompted
*Troubleshoot - personal projects 
*Feedback - February WIPs

*Personal Project -update
*Peer & Tutor Collaboration -update
*Troubleshoot - all projects 
*PRESENT BLOCK 1  Songs MARCH 

*Building Worksheets
*Clichés 
*Arrangements - the musical kind!
*A Current Trend
*Workshop/Feedback - April WIPs

*But I always do this...!
*Concision - more with less
*Troubleshoot - personal projects 
*PRESENT BLOCK 2 Songs MAY 

*Personal Project - prompted
*A Current Trend
*Is it finished yet?
*Workshop/Feedback - June WIPs

*Chord Charts - how we like ‘em!
*Freeing the Angel
*Troubleshoot - all projects
*Divergent and convergent thinking
*PRESENT BLOCK 3 Songs JULY 

*Motifs  - getting “motif-ated’
*Troubleshoot - all projects
*Momentum - getting on a roll
*PRESENT BLOCK 4 Songs SEPT 

*Personal Project  /A Current Trend
*Creating Climactic Moments in Song
*Melodic Math?!
*Workshop/Feedback - August WIPs

*Personal Project Prompt/Chord
Substitutions
*3 Sense Writing Exercises
*Troubleshoot - all projects
*Writing with Concepts
*Workshop/Feedback October WIPS

*Stable and Unstable Melodies
*Troubleshoot - all projects
*The 24 Hour Song Challenge
*PRESENT BLOCK 5 Songs NOV 

*Personal Prompt DEC/JAN +Workshop w.
student (YR2)
*Workshop - finish troublesomes!
*Workshop - finish outliers and huzzah!


